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forma! institutions. In the formal set up it i provided by the schools populary known as nursery schools,
Montessori schools, Kindergartens, lay schools or preprimary schools. According Lo W. V. Eyken, *The vord
'sehool* is misleading, Fundamenta h these are centers for 3-6 year old with no formallessans, but where
childrenare supendsed by trained staff and givenan educationallystimulating environmentin which through a
mixture of self-discovery and socilizing with other chldren and adults, they can broaden their range of

The International Encyclopedia of Education has noted that preschool is the fastest growing area of
educationinthe earty 19905 because of social need and the very positiveeffectsthatprescheclis acknowledged
tohave on primaryeducation, Thisks excellentashongas:

(JLearning, heslthand thedevelopmentofthechidaresresse rather thanatademicgulrebjectiesand
[b) Theage group of -3isnot overlooked.

Being a child-centered program with focus on the averal developmentof the ehid. Keepinginmindthe
fast pace atwhich theoveralldevelopment takes place during the years of childhood especillythe development
ofthe brain theresafocus on providinga stimulatng Nursery Education. A Pre-schaol creales an emvronment
tachildren so that theycan leam maxitmum during these vears, Whatever, s done n the nursery lassis planned
keeping in mind the needs, Interest, developmental satus, Inelligence ete. of each ehld. Snce young children
aredifferent from aduls therefore, thelr store of knowledge, perceptian of thingsnthe environment, thinking
sty etc, are all different and therefore teaching methodology followed for such chikrents expected 1o be
different. It has been established that hildren lear better thiough first hand experiences. Since theie store of
Voctukedge I verylinlted and they cannot think n abstracttermsherelore teachershelp chidren earnthrough
concrete experiences, Concrele materialIs provided to children and an altemptls atso made ta provide real e
experiencesto children. ThereIsalsofocus on learning by doing e, focus on acthity: based learning. Whatever
510 be aught tothemisactually shown to them so that they canunderstand he whole phenomenonna better
Way andthismaylead o belter concept farmation. Thislsalsoa school reainess program that prepares chldren
iIlrfmmalsdwcmﬁrqg.Itnt:lunhr;ueparesl:hllclrcn10|;el|dluﬂecilnlh\'.' school routine but also rnlables themt
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manage their needs themselves, develop effective communication skillsand proper social behavior andal
foundation for the development of reading, writing, arithmetic and social awareness.

50.

OBJECTIVES OF ¢

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHILDHOOD YEARS / =

Ofthe entire living organism, a human being is the most complicated piece of biological engineering in

the world, and its development from one single cell to a complete human baby at the time of birth and a
complete human adult is one that baffles the imagination. During an individual's life there are certain periods
when for no clear reasons learning is at its peak i.e., at certain periods in life, there exist possibilities of making §
mental acquisitions which are no longer possible at other ages. These are called 'critical periods or sensitive
periods.' During these periods, the child demonstrates unusual capability for acquiring skill and degree of §
competence.

The reason being that, at certain times during the development of any living organism, such periods exist
during which responses to the environment are potentially very dramatic and which, if not made at that stage,
might be missed forever. One fascinating example of such a critical period is "imprinting," the phenomenon in
which animals follow the first large and friendly object they see soon afterbirth.

__ Developmentalactivities like, kicking about at six weeks, lifting its chest off a flat surface in four months, §
sitting without support at about six months, standing with support at nine months etc,, universally occur in all
the human babies at almost same time. '

) With passage of time the baby grows bigger and also develops. Growth and development take place 4
simultaneously and these two processes enable the child to learn new concepts, skills and capabilities. |
Development is both a function of maturation and learning. Regardless of how much stimulating environment
children are provided, they do not learn until they are developmentally mature. Gesell studied twin girls from 1 §
to 18 months and gave one of them daily training in climbing from the 6th to the 46th week, while the other §
sibling was untrained. Despite all this practice of climbing at the end of the experiment there was no notable
differencein their capabilities. i

Some more similar experiments have been conducted on identical twins and it's been concluded thatno §
amount of practice can make a child sit, walk, talk or acquire other skills until the child's central nervous systemis 3
ready forit.

Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget and his famous theory of 'Cognitive Development' have demonstrated "
how from one age to another change in children's way of thinking, their acquisition of various concepts etc., take §
place.

understand certain concepts and these very children after few years do not find any difficulty in understanding
those very concepts. This is only because mental development has taken place. Piaget showed how the very
young children build up systems of their universe through experiments and experiences and generally by i
exploring their environment. By 18 months they have acquired the capability of making internal representations 3
of the external world which was not possible earlier. From this they move on to developing skills of problem-
solving and with every passing year they develop the capability of solving more complex problems. Similarly by §
3-4yearsof age children learn their mother tongue. _ !
But does this mean that the intellectual development of an individual is entirely dependent on the l
maturation process and environment has no role to play. This Is not true. For proper development to take. placea
good environment is very essential. By good environment is meant a stimulating environment that is full of l
reinforcement, motivation and positive experiences for the child, an environment where the child does not get |
bored of living and finds an expression of hisinnate abilities, thoughts and desires. ) d
From the above discussion it is clear that child growth and development are conpnuous processes an |
learning and maturation are dependent on them. Also there are certain critic.al ?e.nods during v:r:::chu:r: |
individual is ready to learn certain things and if the opportunity is missed then the individual may never acq

i : imulating
that concept throughout his life. Also, proper learning cannot take place in vacuum; it needs a sti

o ; itsfullest
environment which is rich in experiences and material facilities that the child can explore toitsfu
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OBJECTIVESOF NURSERY EDUCATION IN INDIA L =
The Education Commission (1964-66)" had laid down the following objectives for preschool educationin .
|ndia. Theseare as follows: . . :
. Todevelopin the child a good physique, adequate muscular co-ordination and basic motor sk|Ils.‘
2.To develop in the child good health habits and to build up basic skills necessary for personal adjustment, such
asdressing, eating, washing, cleaningetc. )
3, To develop desirable social attitudes and manners, to encourage healthy group participation and to make the
child sensitive to the rights and privileges of others. _
4. Todevelop emotional maturity by guiding the child to express, understand, accept and control his feelings and
emotions.
5. Toencourage aestheticappreciation.
6. To stimulate intellectual curiosity and to help him understand the world in which he lives and to foster new
interests through giving opportunitiesto explore, investigate and experiment. .
7. To encourage independence and creativity by providing the child with sufficient opportunities for self-
expression.
8. Todevelop the child's ability to express his thoughts and feelingsin fluent, correctand clear speech

WHO SHOULD IMPART NURSERY EDUCATION? .

Teaching is the oldest, mostindispensable and inevitable of all the professions of the world. The teacher
isnotonly toimpart knowledge and skills, but to lead and guide his students to 'supreme knowledge.' Hence, the
qualities laid down for teachers should be very high because it is the teacher who influences and shapes the
personality of the child. "The destiny of India is being shaped in her classroom," this has been pointed out by the
Education Commission (1964-66). The question thus emerges what constitutes good teachers and good
teaching and also how our teachers can be enabled to perform their job in a better way. One of the apparent
ways of improving teaching is to strive for effective teacher preparation in teacher education institutions.

"Teaching young children is challenging and rewarding, though at times frustrating. It is an awesome
responsibility to influence the lives of children from day-to-day during their most formative years. This is a

§ profession in the truest sense of the .world. Teaching by a nursery teacher will have long range implications for

the child, the family, the schdol, the community and the world, Special preparation is required in order to do the
jobwell." '

Only a person trained in the Nursery School Education program can effectively work with small children
and successfully fulfill the objectives of the nursery school program. Besides having the sound knowledge of the
preschool program and becoming aware of the uniqueness of each individual, needs of the children, their
thought process, their worries, anxieties, curiosity, desires and interests the teacher should also have the skill to
impart them the knowledge in the manner easily understandable, develop good habits and inculcate social
values in them. She should be expertise in using different methods to teach different concepts to different
children of the class according to their needs and comprehension level. The nursery school teacher should be
able to develop innovative methods to teach the young ones. She should be soft and kind and gentle to children.
She should have the capability to act as a mother substitute. Teacher of pre-schoolers should be aware of the
importance ofthese ea rlyyears as crucial years and also the seriousness of the responsibility entrusted upon her.
Only a person having the above stated qualifications and a personality characteristic is truly eligible to become

the role model, guide and care taker of the nurseryschool children.

Dr. Maria Montessori, an eminent educationist who had intensively worked with small children
suggested the ways to teach different concepts to young children. She recommended that education of young
children should be "consciously controlled and systematically directed." This control and direction is to be
provided by the teacher, who should be an expert guide and excellent organizer. The teacher in Montessori
Systemis called a "Directress" who should be well versed in child psychology. She must allow full freedom to the
child, observe the child and intervene only when absolutely necessary. According to Montessori, development
ofthe young child is essentially a process of unfolding of the child'sinherent potentialitiesto learn and to acquire

[S—
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Any attempt at educating children should be based upon the desire of the child to learn spontaneous|

She, therefore, observed children carefully, determined the kind of experience‘s conducive t‘o“thi grl‘:ml; of .,1
individual interest of the child and prepared the classroom environment accordingly. Sn.a-lf—acll},llv yt edc:!d r
leads to better and more permanent learning. The adult or teacher should ket".’p herself |r.| the backg:rcl:nund. s;r |
duty is to prepare the 'learning environment'ina structured, organized way with appropriate material and only :
guide thechildren,

i
The Overall Personality of a Child ) . ducati j

Eminent child educationist Fredrick Froebel the originator of the ‘kindergarten system of educationg
strongly believed that the "preschool stage was an essential step in the whole ladder of educational E.XPE”E"FE- I
According to him in the ECE program, education should aim at fostering natural development of children with .
child-centered curriculum. In the process of educating the child each child's individuality must be respected. At
the same time, there should be an organized, systematic curriculum, which should be so designed as to ensure |
step-by-step progress of the child."

An ECE program must, therefore, maintain a balance of freedom and structure i.e., the program should
try to strike a balance between allowing the child opportunity for freedom to be himself and grow in his own |
individual way and a structured program which would ensure that he learns the necessary skills, knowledge and ;
valuesin a systematic and organized way. !

Play, which is a child's natural tendency, serves as the very basis of development. Play should therefore |
be the medium forimparting early childhood education. Some part of each day in the preschool should be spent :'
by childrenin free play and the restin structured or guided play activity.

All'the activities for nursery school program should be planned keeping in mind different aspects of the .

child's personality. No one aspect is less important than other aspects therefore all should be given proper
attention.

i e st

Activities should be related to the following areas:
1. Cognitive Development

2.language Development

3. Physical-motor Development

4.Social Development

5. Emotional Development

6. Creativity

7. Aesthetic Appreciation

8. Independence Training

While planning the activities for the nursery school children, care has to be taken that the activities
should proceed from simple to complex, known to unknown and concrete to abstract. The teacher has to plan
her activities and present them to children in this manner only keeping in mind their mental capabilities.
Children of this age group are very small and have limited experiences and limited store of knowledge. Asa result
they have inability in understanding those concepts that are unknown to them, difficult for them to understand
and the ones not related to their daily life. Therefore, the nursery class teacher has to provide different
experiences to children in an easily understandable manner, present that set of knowledge to them that is
familiar to them and then relate this knowledge with a concept not previously known to them,

All the activities have to be essentially in accordance with the curricular guidelines framed for pre-
schoolers. Also essential is that all the objectives of nursery education of overall personality development of the

nurseryclass children are to be achieved through good and balanced combination of the following:
l.Indoorand outdoor activities

2.Individual and group activities
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2.0pportunities for application of those skills
3. Availability of resources

4.Interestof teacher

5.Time of year

o The above mentioned activities ensure varied experiences for the child. The indoor activities help the
child Sl'l in room and work alone or along with other children quietly for a period of time which helps develop in
the child the capability to concentrate in one activity for a particular period of time. Working indoors alone
f enables the child to work on his own, manage his play or activity material, think independently and take
decisions on his own. Indoor and outdoor activities enable the child to work or play with other children. It also
helps in developing social relations among the peer group, develops in the child the capability to adapt his
behavior according to the demands of the situation and deal effectively with his social environment. Activities
organized outdoors where children play active or vigorous games alone or with the peers help the child develop
strong physically, give an emotional satisfaction to the child and also better develop skills to handle his things.
Games like running, playing at swings, passing through the tunnels, climbing the jungle gym etc., all help the child
become physically strong, have better control of his body and better co-ordinate movements along with
developing social relations with peers. Similarly outdoor games like sand play and indoor games like playing with
dolls, kitchen utensils, house making etc., develop the imagination of the child and give emotional satisfaction to
the child.

CONCLUSION:

Thus to make the learning process effective, easy and enjoyable the nursery school teacher should use
the above mentioned techniques in her school program. This will facilitate learning and help in developing better
personalities of the n'ursery children. Also, better learning means better children entering the prima_ry flasses
and thus lowering of the school dropout and stagnation rate which will ultimately bring us closerto achleyinglthe
National goal of 'Universalization of Elementary Education' and an 'Improvement in the Quality of Education.

Prof. Ms. Shumaila Saif Siddiqui
Royal College of Education & Research for Women’s, Mumbai.
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Scientific Language Amop

Lack of Proficiency in Usage of .
the Secondary School Students:

Ms. Smriti Spod", Ms. Priscilla Mozhumannil*

Abstract

The subject of science has ils own .plcthnra of vocabulary ang
conceptual terms which if not familiar with may portray the subject to
be a difficult subject. Language is the mode of communicating idcas
and concepts and if the language is unknown or complicated 1o
understand, it may bridge a gap in communication. Similarly, if the
student learning science is not well-versed with the science specific
language, it may create disinterest in the subject or alienation in the
teaching learning process. As a science teacher, it is one’s responsibility
to inculcate an interest in science in the ‘classroom and axe out the
communication gap while transacting the subject. Tt is obvious that
interest in any subject is created by the ease in subject’s understanding
and comprehensibility. It is very important to know how well the
subject is communicated to the learner to make-the learning process
meaningful. And for that it is necessary to analyze the linguistic
capabilities of the learner, which if not developed would make the
learning process futile. It is of utmost importance to make the learner
fluent and abundant with the scientific language which would render a
meaningful attribute towards learning science and would decrease the
complexity in understanding the subject. Not only this, but also this
study as an action research would elicit the interest in teachers te teach
science as they would be proficient in scientific language.

Keywords: Proficiency, Scientific, Terminologies, Vocabulary.
Attitude.

A teacher's language is vital in teaching science and creating the condition for
meaningful leaming. The words that comprise the science classroom langwige
into two broad components: the technical and non-technical, The former compris>
technical words which are specific to a science subject or disciP ine:
pholosyr!mesis, f'espimtinn and genes in biology; momentnm, capacitane® o
voltage in physics; atoms, clements and cations in chemistry. When st

jversity o

2 pssistant Professor in Education, Royal College of Bducation and Research for Wonn. Un
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CHAPTER SIX

GANDHI'S CRAFT
CENTERED

EDUCATION
cem

Dr Judy Grace Andrews
Associate Professor & In-charge Principal
GSB’S Smt Surajba College of Education, Juhu North Road
Mumbai 400049
Email: judygrace.gsb@gmail.com

Introduction

Mahatma Gandhi’s thoughts on education have revived,
energized, reinvigorated and galvanized many selections and really
several discussions on instructional practices and policies and even
commissions. The Kothari commission report 1964-66 has
considerably  been  spurred by  Basic Education, The
recommendations to high school education and technical education
urged keep until these days. however, the values like to understand
learning by doing, dignity of labour etc is slowly dwindling away.,

Gandhiji believed that education mustn’t simply be an
introduction of some subject however it ought to result in some
productivity. Gandhiji says, “Genuine education doesn’t encompass
cramming loads of data and numbers in mind. Nor it lies in passing
the examination by reading variety of books, however it lies in
developing character, It’s a true education that inculcates internal

30
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Abstract

Locus of control is the extent to which one believes whether one has
control over whatever is happening in his/her life. Self-esteem focuses on our self
worth that is fo what extent one believes that he/she is respectable person and so
people should treat him/her with dignity. Self-regulation on the other hand is the
exfent to which one sefs appropriate goals and work hard fowards achieving

them.
This study focuses on the understanding the relationship between the

variables and if there is relationship between these variables the magnitude of the
relationship. The sample consisted of 1012 STD IX. In order to collect data for locus
of control Rooters Locus of Control Test (1954) was used, for Self-Esteem Rosenberg
Self-Esteem Scale (1965) was used and for Self-Regulation, Self-Regulation
Questionnaire (1999) by Brown and Miller was used. The results of the present study
revealed that there is significant combined relationship between locus of control,

sel-esteem and self-regulation. ,
Key words: Locus of Confrol, Self-esteem, Self-regulation
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